Division of Extension Information Mey 1948 


RECOMMENDATIONS £ND ACTIGNS 
RESULTING FROM THE 1947 EXTENSION: EDITOR ADVISCRY COMMITTEE . ; 


I = General 


¥ 


Recommendations 


Informaticn Studies 


Recommended that future information studies be 
done on a.coordinated basis in the field. State 
surveys, studies, and research in methods should 
be coordinated and should have some degree of 
uniformity » 


-- Much remains to be done in the matter of read- 

‘- ability of bulletins and publications, in radio 
listening habits, and in related fields in which 
State extension editors are vitally interested. 
Contrastirg situations should be surveyed in 
States to determine the most desirable means of 
disseminating information. ; 
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Acticns 


* 


Studies 


Radio 


The need for comparable data on radio studies 
in different States is very imortant. ‘Thus 

er each State hos wanted to make its ow * 
study in‘ its own way te fit the conditions 

in thé State. ; _ 


There ere different general tyoes of exe 
tension radio programs. In evaluating a 
program it would be helpful- to know the is 
type and give the purpose-of the program 
so the reader could relate’ the study to: 
other studies or to his type of programe 


Readebility Studies: 


Comparable data is available in the read= .- - 
ability studies in the sense:that the same- 
formula is used in the analysis of-all bullétins 


Publication Studies 2 Maree : 


The Arizona 4-H. Bulletins’ study is the only 
study of the use of bulletins -that the Division 
has made in the past year, whereby information 
has been collected for members and leaderses 
Simplified reports of the two 4-H studies in the 
northeast were published cocperatively through 
arrangements with the Naticnal Committece 

The two studies were planned ani conducted 
jointly by those States participating, with 

the same question form used in oth Statese 


Recommendations 


Simplifying Economic Information 


Because all generel media of communication-- : 
radio, press, publications--ere being used in- 
creasingly to interpret agricultural economics, 
the need for presenting economic outlcok subject : 
matter so thet it will be cleerly understood Leas 
obviouse Analysis of some 60 picces of recent 
Fxtension cutlcok material showed only 3 percert: 
easy to reed and popularly understendnble. It is 
recommended that econonists attending annual outs 
look conferences be instructed in methods of : 
presenting eccn mic inf orme tion. 


ae 


ee 


-Actions 


Gcod examples ere: "Parents end 4-H Club 

Work" from a study made in Mass., ifaine, 

N. H., and Ohio, ond "Keeping High School > 
Youth in 4-H Clubs." 


A cooperative bulletin pertaining to 4-H health 
programs in I1l., Ind., Mich., ond Ohio was 
suggested at the 16th Annual Interstate 4-H 

Club Conference and is ncw under sonsideratione 


The incressed interest in imprevel outlook state- 
ments is not easy to measure. It was not featured 
at the agriculturel sessions of last yeer's out= — 
Look conferences. The tine available for the con 
sideraticn of methods is limited and the men heve 
usuolly requested thet other things be discussede 
Based on the impressicns of these on the Federal 
steff with: whom I have talked, the rogionel work 
shops now provide 0 much better.piInce to g0 into 
‘this subject: than the ennunl outlook conferences 


‘Mrs, Cowing reports thet severnl State ‘economists 
have sent outlook reports in for rendability 
anelysis.e She menticns Stucky, Mont.s Cagle, 


’ Washes; Kennedy; Idaho; Norton, Ille She also 


3 


“menticned thet the editors from Iswas New. York; 
“Kansass ond #labama have been sending in con- 


siderable economic material for analysis during 


-the-past years The interest of several of the 


above can be traced to the workshops that have 
been held. 


Among samples listed: which show inprovement are: 
.-Locking Ahead with Montana Farmers and Renchers, 
Monte; 1948 Agricultural Outlook, Minne; Ferm 
Outlook Information South Carolina- 1948, Se Cs3 
Farmer's Stake in Price Control. We Veg; 1948 — 


Recommendations Actions 


New York Agricultural Outlook, Ne. Ye; 
Economic Information for wWisccnsin Frrmers, Wise, . 


% 
Some Findings from Studies of Farm end Home 
Radic Programs, USDA. 


ee os 


: Gertrude Power of our Division demonstrated 
: the making of simple, effective cherts 

: carrying economic information at the 

last Outlook conferences 


* 


II- Combined Operations 


Recommendation 


Better Services to Editors Means Better Service 
on National Information. 


Thet the State extension editors will welcome any 
opportunity which will eneble them to be of further 
service to USDA end the State landgrant colleges 

on one hand and to the farm people on the other. 
It is suggested that in the case of the USDA: 


(a) Lengthy reports and statements routed to State 
extension editors should be summerized or abstracted. 
Such briefs are more likely to be accurete if prepared 
by the originating egency. 


(bd) An appraisal of the material now going to 
Stete extension editors is needed. 


{c) Extensicn editors should receive copies of all 
subject-matter materials pertinent to e compre- 
hensive informetion progrem. 


‘ 
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Action 


Soon after the Advisory Committee meeting the BAR 
started the Agricultural Outlook Digest, e monthly 
two-page summery. It goes to Extensicn editorSe 
The BAE is also providing us for use in Director 
Wilson's weekly letter to Extension Directors e@ 
summery of the BAE report that will be issued dure 
ing the next week or 10 days. All Denartment 
oress releeses, telks by the Secretary etce frre 
summerized, issued by the Office of Information 
in: the Daily Digest. This daily summiry is sent 
to. extensicn editors who went it, but since they 
met a copy of each story pertinent to their regficn, 
which is in effect e summary, we wondar if they 
went the daily summery olsoe 


This we have to do constantly and « Vist of the 
material going automatically end regularly to 
extension e@iters is in the kit of metericl for 
this year's advisory, committee membcrse 


The principle is esteblished, if we miss in decid- 
ing what is pertinent we hcpe the editors-‘will 
write us about needed materials. S 


cf 


as 


. vues Zeopmnindnk io Shape ca - 


a. wha) ‘The question of seuss copies of PMA 
ves? materials direct to State extension editors 
should be agein reviewed. 


geet eS ~The practice of putting State extension — i+ 
Ss editors on any existing priority mailing lists 


meterials wil] mske much of the USDA information 
<a more valuable and timely. 


+ 


for 


line with sgreement between the Stet ex’ 
the PULA 


News sheries. fac the Office of Information 
mailed direct frem the Office: of Informatir 


* 


There's been no. heal cnattes Of sore 
PMA information through extension; PMA | 
going on the basis that material in aig B 
from each regional informaticn offices is 


office. 


: , 5 
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as they ere mriled to press, often by o nif 
mailing lete ofternoon stories. Soms ‘of tl 
crop snd special reports ere probebly the 
type of materisl thrt might need resular 
ing to CoV OBES The BAE in a few cases is 
"hot copies" airmail to extension edi- . 
be glad to give such service on specifi 
extension BAERORE sh ELIE eS 


III Visual Aids 


. 


chess, Sete piaaoe es end demonstration, 
_ moterial e's well es motion picturs end picture slides; 
needs to be explored. All should be included ina  ; 
-_-belenced progrem. | ; - 
Seen rote know tha at ccoperative extension! s fon" fli; 
visual speciclists, generally speakiug are 
working in one visual medium only. They 
have personnel or time to do per oe 
wll. ee 


ergest aed in the visual field is for more Pee 
training of personnel in proper use of visual naidse , 
Training schocls or workshops should be developed on , 
o State or eres basise Should include training in : 
production ‘anc also in how to use. 


Sree ee a, ae Tees year, by visuel soecialfst of. 
, AP ees eee es ene es SE ea” this : offices. 


. 


E tbe 


Visual aids slould be used primarily as educational 
media end not merely for entertainment. Motion 
picture production of USDA should be meintained, _ 
with more etter.tion paid to subject-matter field and — 
ee nel material. 


There is’ d erowing problem in meee for more ‘prints tate. extension action remains importante | 

of motion picturese- Will increase over next few the drastic curtailment of the Dept's funds Z 
ae States should establish budgets for purchese , motion picture ectivity, fewer prints tave: wee 
_ of additional prints of both USDA oe connercially released to State ex tens isn services this years 


: ced ‘films. 


III Visuel Aids Continued 


‘ 


Recommendation = ESTEE TAIN 3 SRI ace ee a Ae a a SP a 


USDA should establish a service for the review While no official committee has been s¢ 
es end eveluation of new films in egricultural review films, the weekly letter to- extension 
Se and home economics fields, and report to the -editors, the weekly letter to extension direc 
ae GUS « | . -visunlizing, end the newsletter of the tio 
ea ee | | : 7 .Picture Service, all carry. reviews of new 


ee Slidefilm exchanges. An exchenge systen, . Nothing has been done during the pe sig year in 
ees whereby copies of slides in one State could . setting up slide exchanges emons State: exte cnsion 
be ‘obte ined by another, should be developed. . services, sc far: as we know. ae 


“USDA. Exhibits Service should provide lists of  SESwCOH Ags MIO teh ieee Service operdtes pr 


ae its. material and instruction on techniques of only for preparation of exhibits at iations aes 
seus “prepe ring local exhibits. Should prepare end international, «nd State fairs. Publication, | 

ae --meke oveilable general exhibit material which “Educational Exhibits, How to prepere and. Use: 
ss gould be adepted to local conditions. Then", by H. W. Gilbertson, recently rolensede 


Sent to State extension services in — 


ae Visuel Aids Section should offer practical Assistance of this character hes been oiiraae 
ae essistence and advice on establishing and continuously request through correspondence and 
operating visuel programs in the States. personal interviews. : Ss 


Should include an exchange of information be- 
_ tween Statese | 


+ 


Action 


. F oe * . ' 
. . 3 P 


‘Inform States sb Limitations Imposed 


= © Trek State Seis ion services be informed as . No publications nie eens fe. beaut 
. z promptly as pessible « of the exact nature of any : However, the demand from. Stete ixtensicn: 
a Bede eee limitations imposede > -, for USDA publications has in many cases: e 
Sa ee a ; the supply aveilable free of charge. ‘The 
especielly the Stete publicaticns distribution — Ss. 
, officers hrve been: kept informed of ths is: yuan, 
. of new. USDA publicatic ons’ snd the” quinti ties 


° 


. able free of charges eS ee eee 


is 
“ 


feo Bulletine Distribution ee 


That attention of State eckensicn odministrators 

be called to the crippling effect on the educa- 

tional functicns of the Extension Service of. 
-curteiled USDA bulletin distribution. Steps 5 ae 
should be tekén to encourage continuance of free  , an ae 


bulletin distribution. . een ee = ; informed. - ee 


. 


b abuideciana: Feces that in sare enses t 
pees he VE been in Lani tes: eres Sy 


* Sees 


* scripts nad pe ete 

, continuing free distribution of eta fo 
, use in extension work has been stressel with t 
. Budget Bureau, the Office of pS cheese 
;various pUSDA bureaus 


Recommendation 


Advance Cash Payments Impracticel | 


; That if it becomes necessary to purchase USDA 
Se publicetions for Extension Service distribution, 
setisfactory rrrangements be made with laend- 
grant colleges and the Superintendent of Docu- 


end delivery of publications ordered prior to pay- 
mente This recommendation is made because the 
Superintendent of Documents now requires cash pay- 
ment in advance of shipment, 
net workeble under meny States’ purchasing pro- 
cedureSe 


Cooperetive State Publications 


That Stetes in similar areos continue to develop 
a cooperetive spprorch to publication problems, 
by planning, preparing, and publishing joint 
publications. Further, that Stetes cooperate 
ee ~ by sele of their bulletins to other States, 
ee especielly where such arrangement can be made in 
ree advenucee The Division of Extension Information 
—  ~— ©: should: continue to be effective in accomplishing 
oes this coordinetion among regicqns, end nationally, 
‘when that appears Sues Cioshs 


IV Publications Continued 


nents to permit ecceptance of State purchase orders? 


a requirement which is: 


‘Efforts have continued in order to get the 

* Superintendent of Documents to honor purchase 
‘orders for publications from State Extensim 
*Services and Land-Grent Collefes and accept 
payment after receipt of the publicationss | 
*However, the requirement of the Sup erinten ent 
of Documents for cash payments from lendegrent 
>colleges in advence from land-grent colleges 
remains unchanged. 3 | 


se 


The Northernsterm States end ‘especially. the New 

England States heve ccntinued to cooperrte in 
‘plenning, preparing en? issuing extension ee 
‘caticns. A numbor of States are expected to Foon 
* cooperate with New York in gectics a oulletin =. 
>on the use of color in the hone Several nea rby 
*States cooperated with ee in the printin wigs 
of e leaflet on er» grades. The midwestern Statens 


‘There 


cooperated in issuing a land-use bulletins 
‘is interest in interstete publications among the 
tsouthern extension directors. Extensi on oericul--_ 
‘tural engineers in the Northeast heve decice ed to | 
‘cooperate in preparing some eres, Seer ! 
‘sion foresters in the seme rericn ere interes ed = 
‘in cooperation in issuing a Site stins State 40H 
‘Club leaders in the West made plens for soverel — 
‘interstate publications. A number of State pu 
‘chased copies of a New England cooperative 4-H 
ie Sa Aan Te! 9 on.a. ane renee Aa 


esi tt (hy on 


IV Publications Continued os 


Recommendation 


"States elso purchased copies of another 4-H: “7° 


Acticn 


- 


survey report. These two publicaticns were 
developed by the Federal Extension: Servicee 


The Federal Office has-been active in. 2 as 
encouraging and essisting in interstate publi- 
cations cooperation. Ee een 


In spite of what hes been done in this field, the 
possibilities of interstate cooperation in putting 
out publications are still largely to be. explored 
end worked cut. Perhaps the best opportunities lie 
in integrating such cooperation with other phases 
of interstate ccoperation in Extension planning 

and work. 
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V - Nowspapors and Magazincs 
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Rocommondations 


Weekly News Servico 


Se A a I ee 


Tho Committco recommends greater rogularity 
in the USDA "Weckly News Scrvice" with 
particular rofcrenco to oxclusive storics 
sont to tho State oxtension oditorts offico 


Sorvico to ligazinos 


a ee 


State cxtonsion editors can matcrially aid 

the magazine scrvice by sonding tho Division 
of Extcnsion Infcrmetion tips ctc. for foature 
articles. 


Irado Papcrs and Houso Organs 


a ee es ee ate em ee ee 


Among media which morit furthor attontion are 
trado papors and houso organs. 


Extcnsion Service Roviow 


Tho DEI should ccntinuc its survoy of the 
objcctivos and ways of making tho Rovicw moro 
offectivo. * * * Tho primo clement is tho 


bject mattor. To incfoase tho subjcct- 
iver appcal, more and shortor storics would help 


in broadcning the base of roador intocrost. 
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Action 


Report on action included in a scparato 
item concloscd in tho kit meilod committco 
mombors. 


To oneourage cditors to sond more idcas am 
tiovs, as recommended, the wockly lcttcor to 


,oxtonstion cditors wes vtilizcd to roport o 


on contacts with magazinos. 


f£ start has bocn made in developing a mail 
ing list to includc tradempors and houso 
organs that have circulations intorosted 
in Extonsion Serviec objcctives. Since 
the ficld is so broad ond the funds and 
peorsonnol so limitcd, it micht bo uscful to 
discuss just what groups we particularly 
want to roach and what mossago wowant to 
got across to them. 


A readorship survey hes boon undortakon far 
this month (May), using tho April-May issu, 
Eightoon oxtcnsion cditors arc coopcratings 


134 county cxtonsion agents, chosen at 
random, arc to be quostione : 


a ee 


Nowspapors and magazinos 
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- continuod 


An advisory committco from tho Fodcral 
staff has-becn working with the oditors 
for past six months, Aftcr rosults of 


survey are availablo, committce will. .- 


ovalustco the magazine and maka rocommone, 
dations which wo hops will help us to. 
improve the REVIEW ond lay tho founda- 
tion for more support from all oxtonsion 
workorse. As statod in last yoar's 
roport, the bulk ‘of tho: matcrial must be 
.Supplicd by extonsion cditors. To kocp 


‘tho. Roviow boforo thom, Associate Editor 


Dorothy Bigclow attcndcd the 1947 ACE’ 


-mocting.. A rcport of tho ycar's 


activitics was modc end intoresting con- 
tributions froqucntly mentioned in the 
wookly lottcr to cxtcnsion cditors. Tho 
objective of more and shortcr storics 

as boon kspt in mind constantly. 
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- Rocomnondattion 
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ee 


Bel) stato- Owned Stations. | : 


x 


Further study should bo mado of the necds and : No further eeuy nee beon made of ene ‘ne 
POSS Tyr LT ELS of ostablishing Statc-owned and : and possibilitics of ostablishing State 
operetod redio stations (both standard and FM). aad -oporatod radio UAE OM (both standai 
This study should tako into considcoration end FM). 
abilities of Statcs to finance adcquatoly odu- 
cetional broadcasting of high cnough quality 
to command ettontion of the listoning 

audionco. 
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(2) Ferm Flash Scrvico. 


Radio Scrvico should continuo its Farm Flash 
scrvice to extonsion editors. In event of 
necd of curtailment, this should be one of = 
eds services ere rote 
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Roce camo. from roughly over (35. Statos 


a ee ee 


mee (3) coded on Homomaking. 


Tho Radio Servico should immediately undcrtake The Radio Sorvico we s unablo, duc sae U; 


Bo, to improve its scrvice to cditors in the field ment of budget, to exteblish or re- 
as of homemaking. At prosont, there is little, homemaking. Toes ae LNG on 
Pee ATs h kin availablo,. wero mado to mako available the Dey a 
ae af any, samreeo po SOUR 6 Food and Homo Notes to both ob 


oe 06 8h 20 88 58 08 oe 


home demonstration agents and women b 
castcrs at ste tions. The Extonsion 
‘hendilcs the former in bulk, and the 
S ervico mails out the latbors.. We, 
put vory slim hopes, thet within the noxt 
year, wo can re-establish 4 honunsling radio. 
nows letter or othor service. 4 
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Greater cooperation between extension editors 
and radio ferm directors is desirablo. In some 
: States, there is lack of cooperation botween 
radio farm directors and extonsionalitors, 


} 
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This needs to be corrected. 
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broadcastcorse 

Radio Farm Directors has asked an Ext 

Radio Editor (Maynard Speece) to act as 
Chairmen of its Extension-RFD Relationsh 
Committee. During the winter the new NA 
Presidant appointed an Extension-NARFD Re 

le tionships Committce, At the last NARFD 
annual Ae in late November and early 
December of 1947 and at other opportunitics, © 
mombers of tho Radio Service have been told 
of working relationships betwcen RFD's a 
Extension editorial officers that ind 

much closer working relationships than 
During the past year a survey conducted by 
Radio Servico and DEI resulted in a de ; 
indication thot Radio Farm Directors © 

being given a great deal more conside 

in State Extonsion relecasos, At the mo 
time, a groeator perconte ge of new stations © 
than during the previous yoar havo indic 
that they have alrcady gotton in touch wi 


a county agents a 
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Recommendation 


— 


Radio House Organe 
The UeSeDe. should reostablish its ("Hook=-Up" ) 
house orgen on radio, This should be aimed 
diroctly ot helping county extonsion agents with 
brosdeasting problems. It should be distributed 
through State extension editors in keeping with 
a dcceutralized informetional program. 


Radio Policy. 


Aetion should be taken by the Federal Extension 
Sorvice to submit a proposed radio. policy statoment 
to tho Committco on Extcnsion Orgenization. and “~ * 
Policy for consideration. State extension services 
should bo consulted with reference to such a proposed 


policy. 


Troining in Radio. 


ae ee 


Continu.d omphasis upon radio training is desirable, 
_particularyly among county oxtension agents. This 
moans also emphasis upon treining beyond the prelimi- 
nary steps in brosdeasting. Greater use of radio by 
county extonsion agents is strongly ondorsed. . 
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Radio - Continued 
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USDA has not yet reestablished its house — 
organ on radio, However, persennel and 
rosponsibilitics are boginning to chock — 
down, ond I believe thet we will be able t 
recsteblish this on an intermittent basis 
before long. One additionel reason for 1 
getting it dono was finding the money fo 


for it, cithor in Extension or Radio Sorvic« 


Little or nothing has been done on this — 
during tho yeor. er 


- ? ; f f - 
Training in radio, espccially for county 
tonsion workers has continued. This pro 
was on a very preesrious footing due to 


sons other then our desire. Although w 
have not been able to continue radio ti 


ing schools on as oxtonsive a basis .s we. 
a Oey Ce yey ~ 


wished, we did do a consicrable mumbsre 
Some training was carricd on ot the expense — 
of activities in the main office, Probabl 
radio training has nuver occupied as impor- 
tant a place in tho minds of tho Departmer 
as it does at present. ; e 
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